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REVIEW 


Coccinellidae of. Poland 


(Klueze do oznaczania owadów Polski. Czese XIX. Chrzaszse Coleoptera. Zeszyt 76. 
Biedronki. Coccinellidae.) By Ryszard Bielawski. Warszawa 1959. Panstwowe 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe). 92 pages. 42 unnumbered plates, 266 numbered illus- 
trations. 


This is the 11th out of 100 proposed volumes covering beetles of the present territory 
of Poland. The order of appearance of these volumes has nothing to do with the 
taxonomic sequence, and publications appear as there are available taxonomists, 
willing to work on their particular specialties. 

Bielawski in this volume covers not only forms actually taken on the present Polish 
territory (23 genera and 69 species) but also a number of species found in adjacent 
areas which may occur in Poland, thus bringing the total under the discussion to 38 
genera and 80 species. Most numerous of these is Scymnus here represented by 19 
and 16 species respectively. 

The author synonymizes several species and contrary to the common European 
practice almost completely ignores the nomenclature of the color varieties for each 
species. 

The work follows pretty much established tradition of the detailed studies carried 
out on the beetles in Central Europe of which Polish publications represent one of the 
best examples. A multitude of illustrations of numerous characters enable to identify 
Species even to those unfamiliar with the language. (The text is entirely in Polish 
without any foreign summaries). 

There are good accounts of general biology and ecology of the Coccinellids and 
for each species there are given biological, distributional and ecological data in 
great detail. One may wish that this last practice would be followed in our own 
country. Unfortunately our coleopterists tend to ignore such data all too often, even 
when the information is present on the labels or can be readily provided by the 
collectors. 

On the other hand, the author seems not too familiar with the North American 
literature if one may judge from some of the comments he makes concerning the use 
of Coccinellids in the biological control in U. S. and from his ignoring the establish- 
ment of Coccinella undecimpunctata in the eastern part of this continent. Just 
the same, it is the sort of work the example of which we may well follow.—-Borys 
Malkin, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


